Nov. 18]        DEDICATION OF THE CHURCHES             1445

Eusebius gives us of the Church of Tyre; for we find that the rest were
erected upon the same model, which was consequently of great antiquity.
St Peter's Church on the Vatican, being fallen to decay, it was begun to
be rebuilt under Julius II in 1506, and was dedicated by Urban VIII
in 1626, on this day; the same on which the dedication of the old
church was celebrated. The precious remains of many popes, martyrs,
and other saints, are deposited partly under the altars of this vast
and beautiful church, and partly in a spacious subterraneous church
under the other. But the richest treasure of this venerable place
consists in the relics of SS. Peter and Paul, which lie in a sumptuous
vault beyond the middle of the church, towards the upper end, under
a magnificent altar at which only the pope says mass, unless he
commissions another to officiate there. This sacred vault is called
The confession of St Peter, or The threshold of the Apostles (Limina
Apostolorum\ to which devout persons have flocked in pilgrimages from
the primitive ages.

Churches are dedicated only to God, though often under the patronage
of some saint; that the faithfUl may be excited to implore, with united
suffrages, the intercession of such a saint, and that churches may be dis-
tinguished by bearing different titles.1 " Neither do we," says St Austin,
" erect churches or appoint priesthoods, sacred rites, and sacrifices to the
martyrs; because, not the martyrs, but the God of the martyrs is our God.
Who, among the faithful, ever heard a priest standing at the altar which
is erected over the body of a martyr to the honour and worship of God say,
in praying, We offer up sacrifices to thee, O Peter, or Paul, or Cyprian;
when at their memories (or titular altars) it is offered to God, who made
them both men and martyrs, and has associated them to his angels in
heavenly honour/' * And again,3 "We build not churches to martyrs as to^
gods, but memories as to men departed this life, whose souls live with
God. Nor do we erect altars to sacrifice on them to the martyrs,
but to the God of the martyrs and our God." Constantine the Great
gave proofs of his piety and religion by the foundation of so many
magnificent churches, in which he desired that the name of God
should be glorified on earth to the end of time. Do we show ours
by our awful deportment and devotion in holy places, and by our
assiduity in frequenting them? God is everywhere present, and is
to be honoured by the homages of our affections in all places* But
in those which are sacred to him, in which our most holy mysteries
are performed, and in which "his faithful servants unite their suffrages,
greater is the glory which redounds to him from them, and he is usually

1 See Catech. of Montpell. t, ii., near the end.
3 St Aag. Kb, viii. de Civ. Dei, c, 27, t. vii. p, 317.

* Ib. lib. :sxii. c. iot p. 673.   See tois point treated at large by Tbomassin, Tr, star la Disdplfoe
de PEglise, and among the Protestants by Hooker, On Ecclesiastical Polity, b. 5,